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Background 
With the view to quick launch the revision process CCB has provided its comments to the revision of part 2 
of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention already in 2015 and re-confirms its standpoint, also supported by 
HODs (Outcome of HOD 42-2013, 2.41 (LD 42)), that  
- current part II of Annex III should be regarded as minimum requirements for the revision process 
- intention of the review and update of part II of Annex III is not to align the provisions with the existing 

regulations, but to go beyond those (with due respect to EU and national legislation) 
- bring in as amendments the agreed actions from 2013 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting to specify existing 

requirements for “Applications rates for nutrient” in Annex III, related to nutrient bookkeeping and 
nutrient-balanced-fertilization practices 

Based on the above, and with reference to suggested by the Drafting Group scope of the revision, CCB 
forwards the following proposals for the revision of part 2 of Annex III. 
1. Add a glossary of terms  

− CCB suggests to add terms “nutrient-balanced fertilization” and “nutrient surplus” and will come up 
with a proposal for those to the AGRI Meeting 

2. Review Regulation 2 item 3 “Manure storage”  
− With anticipated change of water legislation in Poland and designation of the whole territory of the 

country as Nitrate Vulnerable Zone, it is obvious that 6 month minimum manure storage capacity 
should become truly mandatory for all Contracting Parties, irrespective of EU Nitrates Directive. 

3. Review Regulation 2 item 6 “Application of organic manures”  
− Proposals pending 

4. Review Regulation 2 item 7 “Application rates for nutrients” only starting from the sentence “The 
amount of livestock manure applied to the land each year…” 
− CCB believes it is foremost important to keep the agreed application rates of 170 kg/ha nitrogen and 

25 kg/ha phosphorus, as these figures stem from approach to reach BSAP nutrient reduction targets 
(MAI/CART); however the text can be formulated more clearly 

5. Add a new paragraph on nutrient recycling 
CCB suggests to use the following justification when developing a paragraph on nutrient recycling – 
taking into account the need to reflect on nutrient recycling approach for both organic and 
conventional farms. 

1. Specialization in agriculture is the main cause of nutrient losses to the surface waters.  
In the BSR, the specialization process was initiated mainly during the latter part of 20th century in 
the industrial agricultural regions. While cereal farms are dependent on purchases of artificial 

https://portal.helcom.fi/meetings/HOD%2048-2015-189/MeetingDocuments/3-25%20Proposals%20for%20scope%20of%20review%20of%20part%20II%20Annex%20III%20of%20Helsinki%20Convention.pdf
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fertilizers, an even greater excess of nutrients in the form of animal manure accumulates on the 
specialized livestock farms – leading to two unclosed loops with linear flows. Input of nutrients in 
form of artificial fertilizers→ crop production → animal production → surplus in nutrients in 
manure → output in form of emission of nitrogen and phosphorus to the environment.  
The specialization also develops in organic agriculture supported by EC regulation. Polish organic 
agriculture farms till 2004 were mostly mixed, providing crop and animal production together, and 
being beneficial for environment. After Poland joined EU in 2004 the situation has changed – see 
the dynamics of these changes below: 

 2013 2016 
Organic farms Number Rate % Number Rate % 
Crop-specialist 14 854 55,8% 18 669 83,2 
Mixed crop-livestock 11 744 44,2% 3 766 16,8 

Within recent years, neither nitrogen nor phosphorus loads from agriculture have not decreased 
despite of the agreed BSAP targets. Large part of nutrient surplus is a result of continued 
separation of crop and livestock production and developing it in new EU countries. Moreover 
within BSR specialization is also observed not only among farms, but at sub-regional scale. It leads 
to increased transportation costs and inefficient distribution of manure from specialized animal 
farms to specialized crop farms and fodder to opposite direction.  

2. Recycling agriculture limits nutrients emission. 
Ecological Recycling Agriculture (ERA) concept (Prof. Granstedt, BERAS, BERAS Implementation) 
was already introduced in 48 farms within BSR. It proved to reach 70% reduction of nitrogen losses. 
The concept is based on high rate of nutrient recycling through combined organic, integrated crop 
and animal production with an animal density 0,5-1,0 au/ha and with self-sufficiency level at least 
85% of fodder produced on the farm.  
ERA has also developed the following recommendations for conventional agriculture:  

• Coupling crop production and animal production for recycling of organic biomass and 
nutrients – maximum amount of fodder that is imported to the farm is 20% of the total 
requirement. 

•  Crop rotation for rebuilding the soil organic matter and biological support of nitrogen – 
minimum a third of the area with grassland including sufficient amounts of nitrogen fixating 
legumes. Do not grow crops in a simplified crop rotation 

• Wherever possible using catch crops to bind the remaining nitrogen to the biomass in order 
to protect against leaching 

• Fertilize the soil with organic fertilizers, where nitrogen compounds are gradually 
mineralized and are better assimilated by crops and soil biota 

• Create vegetative buffer zones around water reservoirs and watercourses for filtration and 
slowing down of nutrients runoff 

• Use small retention, i.e. retention of water on the farm and taking care of existing as well 
as creating new pools, ponds, small water reservoirs, preserving natural wetlands. 

 
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to consider the proposals in the revision process. 
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